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                                                                              17th December 2011
Dear friends,
                    Thank the Lord because he is good (Ps.107:1) and he certainly was true to his word on our recent trip to PNG. Alec Wallis (NZ) and Grahame met in Cairns on 3rd December and were slugged for the excess weight of footballs, sport gear and food. But when we travelled into PNG, the customs ignored our cargo and thankfully there were no extra charges.  


On arrival we discovered that a major Rugby League football competition would be taking place and the Suki Headhunters team would be involved. They had only been beaten by one other team last year. We travelled onto Suki where Alec trained these young men and they were very appreciative of our coming. Sai Pikumi, a local Christian coach, joined Alec in training the local children and youth. Because most of these men do not attend church, we taught God’s word (1 Cor.9:24-27, Heb.12:1-3) on sport using a ‘gospel football’. After a week’s training our team played another team for a football trophy we had brought with us. The standard of their skills, speed and play was very high and they won 36 points to 14. We ask your prayers for the football leaders Martin Dugari, Buri Dabra, Denu Babaru and Robert Kani that they will come to really know and follow Christ wholeheartedly.                     


Before I left Australia, I felt God wanted me to stress the resurrection, and soon we saw why. When we arrived at Suki we were welcomed by two groups of people who put leis around our neck. Then we discovered that one lei-giving group was a cult who believed that we were the ghosts of their ancestors so they gave us lots of fruit. We did not mind. They believe Australia is heaven and gave us a plaited bag to take to one of the recent dead. These dead now have white skins, speak English and they have been trying to contact them by mobile phone. The cult is also teaching a traditional myth about an ancestor named Tirur (who came back to life) calling him the Suki Christ. I had researched this man and did an archaeological dig at his village site many years ago. We pointed out that this man had gone back to the grave whereas Christ had risen permanently to life. I left a book on the resurrection to be read by the church leaders.

The local mosquitoes sang a ‘hallelujah chorus’ when Alec arrived and tried to drain his  blood. Besides this, our time at Suki was most enjoyable from the large amount of fruit (pineapples, mangoes, melons and bananas) given to us. Alec said, “I‘ve eaten more fruit over these 10 days than for the whole year.” Alec’s white skin changed to red; even being sunburned in the rain! Along side the football field was a 130 metre mobile phone tower and we were able to make a few calls using Miriam Waipa’s mobile phone. Tom and Miriam (the leaders of the Suki church) were most helpful, but I felt there was a need of wholehearted love for Christ among other leaders; so I encouraged and challenged many. Some are caught up with a big rubber planting scheme all around the lake. The Mormons are very active and some went to Brisbane for baptism. As we left, a team from the regional Bible school (led by Suki lecturer Wendy Biseki) arrived for ministry.

When there we heard that Christina, the small daughter of Pastor Embain of Arufe, had  vanished and that crocodile claw and tail marks were found beside her basket on the muddy river bank. After praying and searching for her body, they found her alive seven days later in a severe state of shock. She could not hear nor talk. They are praising God for his graciousness in saving her life. I rang Arufe to find out the facts and there is some doubt about what happened. I’ll talk to Embain when I go there next March for teaching leadership and translating of John.

It has been suggested that two retired teachers on the Suki church executive, (Suaka Gainu & Dabra Sunakiye) come to Australia to work with Grahame on completing the translation of Genesis. We have been praying about it for a long time and need finance for this project. They said, “We’ll come but not in winter!”
The trip home was miraculous. We left Suki at 10.30am on 16th Dec. by MAF, then in Daru talked our way onto another plane at 4pm to fly to Port Moresby. On our way through Port Moresby we noted the political problem of O’Neill verses Somare, which did not affect the local population. We were not supposed to fly south till 20th December, so when we tried to fly onto Brisbane we were told the flights were booked out for the next couple of days, which is expected since it is Christmas. After praying we returned the next morning to be told the same, so we again asked God to intervene. Two lovely ladies at the Air Nuigini counter worked hard for us and got us onto a Cairns bound flight, where Grahame immediately caught a flight to Brisbane to attend Rosalind’s MPh graduation (Griffith University). Nothing is impossible with God.
Let us exalt Christ among the nations. (Ps.108:3)                                                     Grahame
